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1. Agency:   Commission On Collegiate Nursing Education (2000/2007) 
                  (The dates provided are the date of initial listing as a recognized agency and the date of the
agency’s last grant of recognition.) 

 
2. Action Item:   Petition for Continued Recognition
 
3. Current Scope of Recognition:   The accreditation of nursing

education programs in the United States, at the baccalaureate and
graduate degree levels, including programs offering distance education.

 
4. Requested Scope of Recognition:   The accreditation of nursing

education programs in the United States, at the baccalaureate, master’s,
and doctoral levels, including programs offering distance education.

 
5. Date of Advisory Committee Meeting:   June, 2012
 
6. Staff Recommendation:   Continue the agency's recognition and

require the agency to come into compliance within 12 months, and
submit a compliance report that demonstrates the agency's compliance
with the issues identified below.

Grant the agency's request for an expansion of scope to include doctoral
programs.

 
7. Issues or Problems:   The agency must provide evidence of its revised

student achievement standard, as well as documentation of its
application of its revised student achievement standard to include a
review under the agency's identified thresholds (§602.16(a)(1)(i)).

1



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

 
 

PART I: GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE AGENCY
 
The Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE or the Commission),
an autonomous arm of the American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN),
accredits baccalaureate, master's, and doctoral degree nursing education
programs located in public and private universities and senior colleges
throughout the United States. At the time the agency submitted its petition for
continued recognition, the agency had accredited 1041 nursing programs (560
baccalaureate, 399 master’s, and 82 doctorate), representing 49 states, the
District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico.

The agency accredits nursing education programs offering the baccalaureate,
master's, and doctoral degrees located in colleges and universities accredited by
a recognized regional accrediting agency. As a programmatic accreditor, the
agency does not need to meet the eligibility requirements for Title IV program
participation. However, the Secretary’s recognition enables the nursing
education programs accredited by CCNE to establish eligibility to participate in
programs administered by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services,
and the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs.
 
 

Recognition History
 
The agency was first granted initial recognition in 2000. The last full review of
the agency occurred in 2006, at which time the agency was granted continued
recognition for five years and an expansion of scope to include distance
education. In its current petition for renewal of recognition the agency is
requesting an expansion of its scope of recognition to include doctoral programs. 
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PART II: SUMMARY OF FINDINGS
 
§602.16 Accreditation and preaccreditation standards
(a) The agency must demonstrate that it has standards for accreditation,
and preaccreditation, if offered, that are sufficiently rigorous to ensure that
the agency is a reliable authority regarding the quality of the education or
training provided by the institutions or programs it accredits. The agency
meets this requirement if - 

(1) The agency's accreditation standards effectively address the
quality of the institution or program in the following areas:

(i) Success with respect to student achievement in relation to the
institution's mission, which may include different standards for
different institutions or programs, as established by the institution,
including, as appropriate, consideration of course completion, State
licensing examination, and job placement rates. 

 
The agency's expectations for student achievement are embedded throughout
its standards and include requirements that programs have clear statements of
expected student learning outcomes and professional nursing standards and
guidelines, and that student learning outcomes are consistent with the role for
which the program is preparing students. Faculty are responsible for evaluating
individual student performance and the achievement of expected individual
student learning outcomes.

The agency's Standard IV requires that, "Actual aggregate student outcomes are
consistent with the mission, goals, and expected student outcomes." Programs
are required to use surveys and other data sources to collect information about
student, alumni, and employer satisfaction and demonstrated achievements of
graduates. The agency provides specific examples of data sources to include,
graduation rates, NCLEX-RN® pass rates, certification examination pass rates,
and employment rates, as appropriate. Standard IV elaborates that aggregated
student outcome data must be analyzed and compared with expected student
outcomes, and that discrepancies between actual and expected outcomes must
be used to improve student achievement . 

The sample team reports provided demonstrate that the agency assessed
whether programs used surveys and other data sources to collect information
about student achievement, and whether programs analyzed discrepancies
between actual and expected outcomes to improve student achievement. It is
less clear from the site team reports, the degree to which the agency made a
determination regarding the appropriateness of a program’s expected outcomes. 
It is also not clear how the agency uses the agency-established thresholds
described in its “Procedures” document. Consideration of completion rates,
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licensure pass rates, and employment rates as part of the agency’s student
achievement standard is appropriate for the nursing programs that the agency
accredits, but it does not appear that the agency considers a program’s
performance with respect to meeting agency thresholds as part of its
accreditation decision. There is no compliance determination made regarding
whether a program meets the agency-established thresholds, though the agency
requires submission of a “substantive change report” if a program does not meet
the agency’s expected outcomes. More information is needed regarding how the
agency considers completion rates, licensure pass rates, and employment rates
as a way of assessing a program’s success with respect to student achievement. 

Staff determination: The agency does not meet the requirements of this section.
The agency must provide evidence that it assesses a program’s performance
with respect to student achievement in accord with its written standard and
procedures, and particularly with regard to agency-established thresholds for
completion rates, licensure pass rates, and employment rates. It must also
provide evidence that and how it makes a determination regarding the
appropriateness of the expected outcomes established by a program. 

Analyst Remarks to Response:
The agency has stated in its response that the 2011-2012 CCNE Standards
Committee would be incorporating the agency's thresholds related to student
achievement, (outlined in the agency's procedures manual), in the agency's
student achievement standard. It was not evident from the team reports
provided, whether evaluators consistently assess the appropriateness of a
program's identified student outcome measures; programs were found to be out
of compliance for not having identified outcomes, or for a lack of evidence
related to data collection. It is not clear from the agency’s written student
achievement standard, or its written guidance to site evaluators, how the agency
assesses program-established outcomes. 

The agency’s current practice is to allow programs to establish their own
“expected aggregate student outcomes,” and to monitor accredited programs
against the agency’s identified thresholds. The team reports provided do not
include an assessment of student achievement in the context of the agency's
identified thresholds. The agency provided evidence of the agency's monitoring
procedures including substantive change notifications and Board action letters
related to student achievement that demonstrate that the agency monitors
programs under its student achievement standard and the agency's identified
thresholds. 

The agency states that it plans to incorporate agency-identified thresholds into
the agency's standards, thereby substantially changing its student achievement
requirements. Because the agency could not demonstrate that it assesses
program-established outcomes under its current student achievement standard,
the agency must provide documentation of its revised student achievement
standard as well as documentation of its application of its revised student
achievement standard.
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Staff determination: The agency does not meet the requirements of this section.
The agency must provide evidence of its revised student achievement standard,
as well as documentation of its application of its revised student achievement
standard to include a review under the agency's identified thresholds. 
 
 

PART III: THIRD PARTY COMMENTS
 
The Department did not receive any written third-party comments regarding this
agency.
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